This paper presents the benefi ts they can obtain business which aim to protect the environment. The environment protection has found its place and affects the process of systemic change of the Polish economy. This article assumes that building a competitive economy and enterprise development based on the principle of sustainable development requires the development of mechanisms for mutual benefi ts. These will be the economic mechanisms, technical and technological, and social. All these mechanisms are concentrated in clusters. Pursue sustainable development policies, an emphasis on environmental protection will be the general element for them a competitive advantage. Sustainable development will in this case be both the agent and the goal of economic and entrepreneurship development. Basing on the assumption that economic development is possible through the achievement of competitive advantage, sustainable development should be treated as its source.
INTRODUCTION -PRESENT THE PROBLEM.
Nowadays, the environment protection has found its place and affects the process of systemic change of the Polish economy. This economy on the path of development includes the protection of all elements of the environment and supports mechanisms that help this protection. These are economic, technical and technological, as well as social mechanisms. This view is refl ected in the increasing involvement of science, technology, as well as organizations and institutions of many communities to take action for sustainable development. Sustainable development has become one of the most important goals of public initiatives both at the level of the whole Poland, as well as its individual regions.
According to the defi nition adopted by the Polish legal system the environmental protection is based on conservation, sustainable use, and restoration of its resources, objects and components. (Simonides 2008,. p. 358) . Sustainable development also found its place in the Polish legal system. The Act defi nes sustainable development as the socio-economic development, in which the process takes place of integrating political, economic and social actions, with maintaining balance of nature and the durability of the basic needs of individual communities or citizens of both the present generation and future generations. In the a growth strategy "Europe 2020", adopted by EU, sustainable development concerns (KOM, 2010) : -building a more competitive low-carbon economy, that uses resources in a rational and cost-effective way, -protecting the environment by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and preventing the loss of biodiversity, -introducing effi cient, smart grids, -using the leading position of Europe in the development of new, environmentally friendly technologies and production methods, -improving the development of entrepreneurship, -helping consumers make the right choices.
In order to introduce and characterize contemporary environmental problems we have very rich literature in this area to choose from. Its example may be the report of the European Environment Agency dated 2009 (WWF 2012), which identifi es eight key problems the European Union must deal with in the near future. These problems include: -reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, -adaptation to the impacts of climate change, -conservation of biodiversity, -environmental pollution, -resources of the sea, -energy, including bioenergy, -waste management.
To sum up, today's environmental problems can be reduced to three basic issues: -excessive appropriation of natural resources and environmental burden posed by economic growth and unlimited consumption which results from it, -global climate change, -loss of biodiversity resources.
Problems with the fi rst-mentioned category associated with excessive consumption are related to the production of consumer goods with the increasing involvement of natural resources.
It is associated with a growing population as well as with the spread of over-consumption life model to new areas. That production also affected by environmental degradation, with pollutants discharged into it, is in various forms called an environmental burden (Eurostat 2001) .
With regard to the second category of problems such as climate change of a global nature, we can say that this applies mainly to climate warming. The problem of global warming is the subject of discussion of academic subjects, as well as political and economic. The human impact on climate change reached a political dimension in the European Union. It is evidenced by the recognition, signing and ratifi cation by the EU of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Convention has also been recognized by countries outside the community around the world.
The loss of natural resources, the third of the categories of problems, concerns the observable phenomenon of the disappearance of many species of plants and animals. According to data cited by international organizations, there are changes in the number of populations of selected characteristic species of primary ecosystems: terrestrial, freshwater and marine waters divided into individual regions of the world.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AS THE PATH AND GOAL OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP NETWORK.
The presented brief overview of the current situation and unfavourable trends resulting from show the need for introducing specifi c solutions in the fi eld of environmental protection. The introduction of these solutions depends on policies of individual nations in the fi eld of environmental protection. Many centres and groups are involved in the development of plans for the implementation of specifi c solutions for already existing problems. The work carried out by these centres are also intended to identify potential hazards and to develop scenarios for their prevention. All activities are regulated by law and are part of a national legal systems.
The assumption of building a competitive economy and enterprise development based on the principle of sustainable development requires the elaboration of mechanisms for mutual benefi ts. Sustainable development will in this case be both the agent and the goal of economic and entrepreneurship development. Basing on the assumption that economic development is possible through the achievement of competitive advantage, sustainable development should be treated as its source.
Polish companies, both small and large, recognize that what limits their competitive advantages are their own resources. A single company is often limited fi nancially in acquiring new resources both human and related to production. In many cases, it requires support from the other similar companies and other institutions. An opportunity for the development of Polish enterprises is cooperation, in general meaning. This cooperation can be a major source of growth and competitiveness through acquiring knowledge, technology and resources provided by the partner. Entrepreneurs in particular will benefi t from starting the cooperation with the academic community, allowing the use of scientifi c and technical information. This cooperation is benefi cial for both parties. The company gets stronger, obtains a valuable partner and access to R&D. Universities and research centres raise the possibility of practical application of their innovative work. The R&D sector consists of institutions and individuals engaged in creative work, undertaken in order to increase the stock of knowledge, as well as to fi nd new uses for this knowledge. According to the Ministry of Economy Polish companies should look for new sources of competitive advantage. One of the measures of preserving it will be effective and innovative use of natural resources while maintaining environmental balance.
Entities working together seek to ensure that the nature of their cooperation was the most formal. Such a form of formal cooperation are clusters. The most complete cluster defi nition quoted in many studies is the defi nition of Porter (A.L. Platonoff, D.Małaszewicz 2006, p.51) . According to him, a cluster is a geographic concentration of interconnected companies, specialized suppliers, service providers, businesses operating in related industries and institutions associated with them (e.g. universities, standards bodies and trade associations) in particular fi elds, competing but also cooperating (Eurostat 2001., p.37] .
To understand the cluster and its ideas need to understand the role and interactions between factors such as:
• geographical proximity, • spatial concentration, • system, a network of socially-rooted nature of the relationship, • simultaneous competition and cooperation entities, • many years or even centuries-old traditions of the activity, • "nesting" in the region, • attractive market for specialized work force, • effective diffusion so. tacit knowledge, which requires the acquisition of entering into direct relationships, • signifi cant social capital resources (including relational capital) manifested in mutual trust, local patriotism, • perceiving common objectives translate into effective cooperation in a so-called. triple helix. In the arrangement of the triple helix it comes to pay special attention to the system of links between the three key players in the economic system, namely businesses, academia and governments, and local governments.
Operation in one region can focus on a specifi c and common problem. Traditions of action is the use of past experience and manipulating the available resources to quickly achieve the desired results.
This, prompting the company to cooperate as a cluster: • willingness to enter new markets, • a desire to acquire new customers, • improving fi nances, thereby reducing costs and increasing profi ts.
• gaining access to new knowledge and technologies.
• draw on the experience of the partner, • improved market position in this image, • increasing market share.
THE POLICY OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF CLUSTERS POLISH.
The analysis conducted by the Polish Agency for Enterprise Development shows that at the end of 2012 in Poland there were 55 clusters (Palmen, Baron 2008) .. The main sectors in which they operate, are: IT and ICT, aviation, renewable energy, and construction.
Based on a survey conducted by PARP can be characterized Polish sector of clusters. In the fi rst place it can be seen that most clusters in Poland was established in the period 2006-2009. It was made possible by funding mechanism clusters and cluster initiatives. In this period were the Regional Operational Programme for the years 2007 -2013, the Operational Programme Innovative Economy.
It may be noted also that the most common initiator of the establishment of the cluster were the private sector. Entrepreneurs are a major group of cluster members (78% of subjects), the next are research institutes -11% and local government units -8% and individuals -3%. The entrepreneur -member of the cluster it is mainly micro and small enterprises (71% of all enterprises, 21% of medium-sized, large, only 8%).
The action strategies of all clusters assume development, while respecting the environment and maintaining sustainable development. Of all the clusters a dozen can be distinguished which the priorities of actions are focused strictly on the widely understood environment protection.
The clusters operating in the environmental protection sector are Baltic Eco-Energy Cluster (BEEC).This cluster includes entities located in two provinces: Pomerania and Warmia-Mazury. The main objectives of the cluster are development and implementation of environmentally friendly energy technologies and improving coordination of actions of economic entities, public administration and research centres in the fi eld of renewable energy.
Cluster activities include distributed generation technologies, i.e. simultaneous production of heat and electricity in the small and medium scale based on renewable energy sources (including biomass, biogas, energy of wind, sun, water, hydrothermal energy, and hydrogen technologies).
In offer cluster has: services directly or indirectly related to the development of all types of renewable energy sources and broadly defi ned energy effi ciency, production of energy products (mainly biomass),production of energy from renewable sources (biomass, wind, sun, water),production of solid, liquid and gaseous fuels, transmission of the electricity and heat, the use of energy in buildings, systems, and equipment.
Another cluster working in the area of environmental protection is Eco-Energy Cluster EEI -Energy, Environment, Innovation. The area of operation of this entity includes Lower Silesia. The main objectives of the cluster are construction and development of a cooperation network between science and business as well as affecting the growth of green energy in the energy balance of Lower Silesia. Cluster takes action in the fi eld of technologies using biomass, such as biogas plants or local biomass heating plants.
In offer cluster has: developing a comprehensive concept, planning, designing, and supervising the construction of a biogas plant, starting a biogas plant (in terms of engineering and technical issues),analysing batches and fermentation probes, preparing energy balance, batch boilers designed to burn straw, wood, chips, and other types of biomass.
In the Lodz region operates another cluster: Bioenergy for the Region Cluster (BdlaR).
The main objectives of the cluster are undertaking activities for the sustainable development of bioenergy at the regional level, according to an integrated package of measures of the European Commission in the area of energy and climate change.
Cluster activities include environmental, technical and economic research for application, technologies related to waste management and the use of agricultural biomass for energy production, acquiring biogas in micro-systems based on postproduction organic waste, supplemented with municipal and agricultural waste.
In areas of the provinces Lublin, Mazovia, wi tokrzyskie, and Greater Poland operates Lublin Eco-Energy Cluster.
Its main objectives are development and implementation of solar energy, wind energy, water and geothermal energy and the production and use of biomass for energy purposes.
Cluster members deal with comprehensive preparation of investment foe the construction of: biogas plants, photovoltaic farms, small water turbine plants, wind farms, geothermal installations, systems that use biomass for energy production. Organize training on issues related to the use of renewable energy sources and improving energy effi ciency.
To the east, Polish also operate: Renewable Energy Cluster in Rzeszów. The main objectives of this cluster included work for the sustainable development of the region Podkarpackie.
The development will be based on technologies for the production of thin-fi lm photovoltaic structures based on CdS / CdTe., Manufacturing active protective coatings, optimization of the operating conditions of solar cells and solar panels -structured surface design optimization of wind turbine with a vertical axis of rotation.
The offer of this entity involves: design, installation and maintenance of heat pumps, photovoltaic, wind and water turbines and biogas.
Cluster of Eastern Municipal also includes the eastern province Polish.
The main objectives: initiating research and development activities and implementation of modern, innovative technologies and activities in the fi eld of management of municipal waste and sewage sludge with special emphasis on processes and methods of limiting their impact on the environment.
Offer: investments aimed at researching and implementing innovative technological solutions such as laboratories, incubators and other initiatives to support entrepreneurship in the waste management and the creation of establishments who use innovative solutions especially in terms of reducing storage, recovery and recycling of rainfall.
Describing the Polish clusters operating in the wider fi eld of environmental protection cannot be overlooked Silesian Water Cluster.
Its main objectives are protection and rational use of water resources, increase of the reliability and safety of the water supply system in the region and the implementation of sustainable waste water management to ensure protection of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.
The main activities revolve around the technological specialization in implementing innovative solutions to protect the environment, especially in the technologies for water treatment processes and wastewater treatment. 
SUMMATION
In conclusion, the very fact of membership in the cluster creates opportunities for all entities to start multilateral contacts. First of all, cluster partners are obliged to cooperate. They are inter-related, committed to cooperation and mutual provision of services. Secondly, the cluster as a group operates for the benefi t of all, which means that individual activities of all companies is collectively supported. This support applies to such areas as personnel training, promotion, keeping databases, collaborative planning of purchases. Thirdly, clusters undertake to carry out such business ventures, the end result of which is the development of specifi c products. Finally, thanks to the cluster cooperation the most important thing takes place, that is the cluster members are all able to generate such a product that can be competitive on a global scale.
Cooperation within the cluster and the resulting pro-environmental investments have already resulted in great benefi t for Poland and other member countries, especially in increasing economic competitiveness. The environment and standard of living have also improved. The actions undertaken in the fi eld of ecology are very important, and joint actions produce greater effects. It is very important as environmental degradation, depletion of natural resources, or climate change clearly indicate the need to search for new solutions on a cooperative scale.
